Cervical spine disorders in children.
Care of children with disorders of the cervical spine requires an understanding of the anatomic and biologic features particular to the developing pediatric spine. Congenital and developmental alterations further complicate evaluation and treatment of children. Basic knowledge of pediatric cervical spine disorders in Down syndrome, Klippel-Feil syndrome, osteochondrodysplasias, mucopolysaccharidoses, and post-traumatic instability is essential for all orthopedic surgeons. Thorough patient evaluation and appropriate early management may prevent potentially serious neurologic injury and other complications related to cervical spine pathology.